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Have You Included the Woodlake High School Foundation in Your Will or Trust?

WOODLAKE HIGH SCHOOL - HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Louise Achenbach Taught & Coached at WHS 
  What do you do when you live in South Dakota and graduate from college with a teaching credential?  In 
the case of Louise Achenbach, you come to small California town and you start teaching.  Along the way the ad-
ministration asked her to coach.  She coached tennis, a sport she knew nothing about and that led to volleyball 
and other sports.  Her teams’ domination in the sport of volleyball is legendary in Tulare County.  Line up any 
Yosemite division school and her teams would beat them.  It came from hard work and attention to detail.  The 
classroom is also something she loved.  When students recall what they learned from her in class they speak of 
life lessons and important personal insights through great discussions of events of the day.  Mix common sense, 
hard work, personal integrity and good old South Dakota hospitality and you get Louise Achenbach.  Thinking 
about Woodlake in the 1970’s through the first decade of the 21st century without thinking of her imprint into 
the sands of student life is near impossible.  Her influence will go on through her former students, now adults, 
and how they raise their children.  It is impossible to calculate her influence on her students and athletes; just 
know that she is worthy of her selection into the Hall of Fame.

Frank Ainley - WHS Class of 1951 - Taught & Coached at WHS 
 If anyone is worthy of being in the Woodlake Hall of Fame it is Frank Ainley. He is the only one of this 
first group of Hall of Fame inductees who hits all of the crieria landmarks.  He is a graduate of Woodlake High 
in 1951.   He worked as a teacher and coach at Woodlake High in the 1970’s until his retirement in 2006.  He has 
been an outstanding representative of all things Tiger for nearly his entire life in every element of his activities.  
Frank would be the first to tell you that it is the spirit of Woodlake that makes him do what he does.  He claims 
“Once a Tiger, Always a Tiger” is not only a catchy phrase but it is a way of life.  You are never a stranger once 
you became a Tiger.  Frank’s work on the field of athletics or in the classroom classroom makes him one of those 
teachers you never forget.  Along with his beloved wife Barbara, they had 4 childen who attended Woodlake 
High School and who all still live in the local area.  It you don’t know Frank just find him and get acquainted 
with him but be advised, chisel out a little time because he is going to get to know you and you are going to get 
a good dose of Tiger common sense.  Which is going to take a while.  

Leo Robinson Taught & Coached at WHS
 Coach Robinson began coaching and teaching at Woodlake High School in 1959 straight out of Fresno 
State College. He held many positions in his 43 years teaching at Woodlake High but his main position was 
physical education. He was also baseball coach for 27 years, football coach for 41 years, and athletic director. 
His obvious achievements are inscribed in record books: 290 football victories, 3rd all time among coaches in 
California and number 1 in the Valley, his induction into the California Football Hall of Fame in 2002, but he 
contributed so much more- the lasting effect he had on so many young people’s lives, the lessons on teamwork, 
sportsmanship, and character building. He showed them they could make a difference and that they could 
achieve so much more than they ever thought possible. You don’t spend 43 years in coaching without loving 
sports.  You don’t spend 43 years teaching without loving teenagers. You don’t spend 43 years in a town of 7,000 
without loving the community. Coach Robinson was a true tiger.
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 Woodlake High School is partnering with the City of 
Woodlake & Chamber of Commerce to host our first Career Re-
source Fair on May 5, 2017 from 4:00 – 6:30 pm at the Woodlake 
City Park.  Would your business or industry be willing to partici-
pate to make this a community outreach and resource event?  We 
hope it will help foster a bridge to potential employees through 
internships or future employment openings. 
  The purpose of our Career Resource Fair is to provide our 
community and students with resources and information on the 
variety of employment opportunities that are available in the 
Woodlake area.  We realize that you may not be hiring at this 
time but this would be an opportunity for you to promote your 
company/organization by providing information on the variety 
of positions you offer along with the requirements to enter into 
those positions.     
 If you wish to participate in this year’s Career Resource 
Fair, please respond by April 30th to: cpena@w-usd.org and send 
the following information form to the high school. 

CAREER RESOURCE 
FAIR PLANNED



DR. JESÚS GONZÁLEZ JR. - PROUD ALUMNUS OF WOODLAKE
 Dr. Jesús González Jr. - Class of 1998 a 
proud alumnus of Woodlake’s K-12 public 
school system, and a graduate of Woodlake 
High School, Class of 1990.  As Jesús reflects 
on the wonderful memories created by incred-
ible adults, teachers, and staff members alike, 
he expresses feeling truly blessed to have been 
raised in such a caring community.  While 
in school, Jesús participated in football and 
soccer, where the concept of team and pride 
were embedded within the fabric of the black 
and orange uniforms.  During high school, 
Jesús also participated in many college study 
trips throughout California, coordinated by 
Migrant Counselor, Mercy Herrera, and the 
Woodlake High School Migrant Education Program.  It was dur-
ing these college study trips that Jesús recognized the educational 
possibilities and potential future of a post-secondary education. 
 Since high school, Jesús has earned a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Liberal Studies, Master of Arts degree in Education Ad-
ministration, and a Doctorate degree in Educational Leadership 
(Ed.D) from California State University, Fresno.  His research in-
terests include college choice of high achieving students attend-
ing selective universities, cultural competence, equity and leader-
ship training for school leaders.  
 Jesús currently serves as a high school administrator for 
Visalia Unified School District.  He also serves as an adjunct Pro-
fessor for Fresno State’s Kremen School of Education & Human 
Development, working with graduate student teacher candidates.  
Jesús began his career as an educator nearly 20 years ago at an 
inner city school with Fresno Unified School District, and has 
since held various teaching and administrative positions at the 
intermediate and secondary grade levels.  After having served 

students as a teacher for 11 years, Jesús assumed 
leadership roles as migrant coordinator, then area 
administrator for the Tulare County Office of Edu-
cation, Migrant Education Department.  His respon-
sibilities encompassed working with multiple school 
districts in Kings and Tulare Counties to ensure eq-
uity in educational opportunities for K-12 students. 
 Jesús serves on the Center for Leadership, 
Equity and Research (CLEAR) Advisory Board, a 
non-profit organization, and is a member of its 2020 
Strategic Planning Task Force Team. In these roles, 
Jesús volunteers his time on educational issues im-
pacting the Central Valley and state in the areas of 
social justice and equity.  Jesús is also the Co-Found-
er of College for Me (C4ME), a not-for-profit orga-

nization that focuses on preparing students from underrepresented 
communities in applying to and attending selective universities such 
as, Yale, Stanford, UCLA, etc. He and his wife, Dr. Adriana Cervantes-
González created this organization for the purpose of providing stu-
dent-centered college knowledge and leadership seminars to a diverse 
population of students in the Visalia area and surrounding communi-
ties.  The primary purpose of the seminars is to expose academically 
high achieving students from underrepresented backgrounds to the 
idea that selective colleges and universities are within reach. 
 During his free time, Jesús enjoys spending quality time with his 
wife of nearly 18 years, Adriana, and their four children; Neftaly, Di-
ego, Joaquin, and Carlos.  He particularly enjoys coaching his children’s 
soccer teams, and taking hikes in the National Parks and Three Rivers 
scenic areas.  At every opportunity, Jesús and the family also enjoy vis-
iting museums and touring college campuses when traveling through-
out California and out of state.  What Jesús loves most is spending time 
with immediate and extended family, while creating life-long lasting 
memories. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO WOODLAKE FFA! 
 We will be traveling to National 
FFA Convention in October to partici-
pate in the National FFA Food Science 
and Technology Competition.
  Just yesterday Kiara Benavides, Pia 
Martinez, Jasmine Paniagua, and Isabella 
Torres competed in the first ever Califor-
nia FFA Food Science and Technology 
Competition hosted at UC Davis. They 
were crowned the first ever State FFA 
Champions in this California FFA event, 
a historical milestone that will never be 
forgotten. 
  Out of the 13 teams from all around 
the state competing Kiara took home 2nd High Individual, Pia took 

home 4th High Individual, Jasmine took 
home 5th High Individual, and Isabella 
took home 7th High Individual. These 
ladies invested countless hours with me 
preparing for successful competition. 
  These ladies will compete for the 
National FFA Champion title and schol-
arships at the National FFA Convention 
in Indianapolis, Indiana in October. 
Thank you to Laura Jacobo that helped 
prepare these young ladies as well as 
the countless parents and FFA support-
ers that have helped make this experi-
ence possible. Proud to be a WHS Tiger, 

proud to be a part of Woodlake FFA.

Left to right - Kiara Benavides, (father Miguel Bena-
vides 1991) Isabella Torres, Pia Martinez (mom Shirley 
Shaver Martinez 1982), Jasmine Paniagua.  
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Dr. Jesús González Jr. - Class of 1998
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CELEBRATING THE VERY BEST OF WOODLAKE - 2016 WOODLAKE AWARDS HONOREES
Man of the Year

Anthony Perez - Class of 1993

 Our Man of the Year is a 
Woodlake native who has dedicated 
his life to the betterment of this com-
munity. Currently serving as Wood-
lake Fire Chief, Anthony Perez gets 
involved in many community activi-
ties to make sure they run smoothly. 
Woodlake Kiwanis Club’s 3rd of July 
Blast could not run as function with-
out his support and his work with the fireworks company. Re-
cently elected to the Woodlake Unified School Board, Anthony 
is a great role model for getting involved to make the community 
stronger.

Woman of the Year
Marsha Ingrao

 Marsha Ingrao has lived in the 
Woodlake area for more than 30 years. 
She came to Woodlake as a teacher, but 
is probably best known for writing a 
book named Images of America - Wood-
lake, California and assisting Woodlake 
in promoting their activities through 
her blog. She is a member of Woodlake 

Kiwanis Club and serves on the board of directors. She has poured her 
time and energy into the Woodlake Valley Chamber of Commerce.

Spirit of Woodlake
Nicolasa Cerda Macias

 - Class of 1996

Helping One Woman 
(HOW)

 In 2015, two women started 
a new organization in Woodlake 
devoted to helping a woman who 
is in need due to an incredible loss 
– Helping One Woman, Woodlake 
Chapter. Married to Juan Macias 
and the mother of 4 children, Nicole has been through a life 
-threatening experience of her own, which gives her a great 
compassion for others. She has been able to give back as so 
many gave to her.

Lifetime Achievement 
Ila Jean Fry

 A resident of Woodlake 
since her teenage years, and wife 
of Leo Fry, founding member 
of the Woodlake Lions. 91 year-
old Ila Jean Fry was known to 
the children of Woodlake as the 
“Lunch Lady.” She worked in the 
FJW cafeteria for more than 20 
years. She supported Woodlake 
High School sports through her attendance at every event 
she could get to. Like so many mothers of this community, 
Ila Jean “Jeanie” never joined any clubs or planned extrava-
gant events, but quietly worked behind the scenes to sup-
port the children of this little town. She now resides at Lin-
wood Meadows Care Center, but is still a “Woodlake Tiger” 
with spunk and spirit.

Youth Mentor
Juan Gamez
 - Class of 2000

 Juan has been a coach for Wood-
lake Youth Baseball and Woodlake 
Youth Football Organization. Calm, 
cool and collected, Juan sets a great ex-
ample as a coach and mentor. 

Community
Organization

Trinity Apostolic Church
 The Woodlake Museum was 
built with the aid of many volun-
teers, most of them from the Trinity 
Apostolic Church. Since 2013, they 
have come forward and used their 
trade skills to make the Museum a 
reality. They are perhaps best known 
for their annual Christmas event 
which runs for three nights, including a walk through “Bethle-
hem” complete with music, drama and live animals. They are just 
another reason Woodlake is a great place to live.
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CELEBRATING THE VERY BEST OF WOODLAKE - 2016 WOODLAKE AWARDS HONOREES
Youth of the Year

William Theis - Class of 2017
 William Theis has been chosen 
as Youth of the Year because of his 
many Youth Service Hours com-
piled through his four years of high 
school. Most of his hours have come 
from his service with younger chil-
dren at Camp Zap which hosts youth 
for overnight camping experiences 
and strengthening those things that 

make them good citizens. Will is friendly,  kind and a worthy 
recipient of this recognition.

Youth of the Year
Brooke Rivas - Class of 2017

    Hardworking, passionate and tal-
ented are only a few of the words that 
best describe Brooke Rivas. Caring 
and compassionate, with a smile that 
lights up a room, Brooke manages to 
balance her academic responsibilities 
with a variety of extra-curricular ac-
tivities.
 As the future unfolds, Brooke 
sees herself pursuing a Liberal Studies degree with the goal of a 
career in education, possibly teaching 2nd grade. 

Lifetime Achievement
Frank Ainle

Class of 1951
 Frank Ainley has spent his life 
serving the youth of Woodlake through 
his teaching and coaching career at 
Woodlake High School. Frank is the 
father of four grown children, thirteen 
grandchildren and many great-grand-
children. Frank is known as “Woodlake’s 
cheer leader” and tireless spokesman for 
what makes Woodlake great.

Educator of the Year
Darlene Hardcastle

 - Class of 1969

 An exceptional role model for the 
children of Woodlake, Darlene Hard-
castle has given 39+ years to teaching 
the students of this community. She has 
impacted the lives of countless students, 
teachers, and administrators with her de-
sire to seek out new and innovative ways 
to reach and teach. Married to Wayne, she is the mother of two grown 
children and grandmother to three.
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Conditions that Foster
College & Career 
Readiness
 As we progress through the school year, we 
are constantly reminded that with just the right 
learning conditions, students can produce quality 
work that is relevant, connected to the real world, 
and allow opportunities to develop fundamental 
skills that are essential for success in college and ca-
reer life. Engaging students in Project-Based Learn-
ing (PBL) and Performance Tasks (PT’s) are some 
ways to create conditions that foster college and career readiness. 
 In a web article written by the Buck Institute of Education, Project-
Based Learning is defined as a teaching method in which students gain 
knowledge and skills by working for an extended period of time to inves-
tigate and respond to an authentic, engaging and complex question, prob-
lem, or challenge. Educator Jay McTighe, states that a performance task 
is an activity or assessment that asks students to perform or demonstrate 
their knowledge, understanding and proficiency. Performance tasks yield 
a tangible product and/or performance that serve as evidence of learning. 
 So what are students at Woodlake High School doing in relation to 
PBL and PT’s? By taking a stroll through the Ag Department Building, you 
will come across student-made fire pits, bird houses, barbeque grills, and 
metal decor. Take a few steps to the back of the Ag Building and you will 
find a new walk-in cooler that houses flowers and greenery used by the 
Floral Class to create made-to-order arrangements for any occasion. In 
English classes, simply writing a position essay is not enough. Students are 
choosing topics relevant to themselves, using multiple sources of informa-
tion, providing textual evidence to support their claims and communicat-
ing their positions through oral class presentations. In Math classes, sce-
narios are presented that require students to apply their math knowledge 
to solve problems and communicate their solutions. In one recent unit of 
study, students learned about the variety of ways to visually present data 

such as in a bar graph, line graph or circle graph. 
Students then developed a relevant question to ask 
their peers, conducted a survey, and then presented 
the data they collected using one of the graphs they 
learned. In Science classes, it is very common to see 
students working together to make predictions, test 
hypothesis and experiment. Building a car that inte-
grates a mouse trap as its energy source and then ap-
plying principles of physics to calculate motion has 
been an annual project in the AP Physics class. In 
US History classes, students are going beyond just 
learning about the political influences imposed by 
the journalistic styles used in newspapers during the 

1920’s. Students are instead developing an understanding by creating their 
very own newspaper that emphasizes those particular features. In elec-
tives classes such as Art, Video Production, Band, Drama and Dance, stu-
dents are tuning into their creativity, producing quality pieces of art and 
providing choreographed performances for different audiences. What if 
you had an opportunity to take a plot of land and create a Rose Garden for 
the community of Woodlake? How would you begin the project? What 
would the Rose Garden look like? What materials would you need? How 
much would the project cost? The creation of a Rose Garden was an actu-
ally project that was assigned to a group of 10th grade student enrolled in 
the Academy of Ag. Working in teams, students answered these types of 
questions and developed unique proposals for this Rose Garden. All pro-
posals were reviewed by a panel. The winning Rose Garden design will be 
built in the near future at the school farm. 
Through a recent review of student grades at WHS, results are indicat-
ing that a significant number of students that are academically successful, 
confident and socially outgoing have been enrolled in classrooms that 
have embraced PBL and PT’s. In these types of classrooms, skills such as 
working collaboratively, being creative, thinking critically to solve prob-
lems and communicating effectively are encouraged. These skills are at 
the heart of college and career readiness and as noted above, are fostered 
in many classrooms at WHS.

A NOTE FROM OUR SUPERINTENDENT
District-wide WiFi almost here!
    The WUSD Board of Trustees approved the budget to 
allow district-wide WiFi for all students in the Woodlake 
Unified School District.  The first tower was erected on 
February 16 at the Nutritional Services Warehouse.  Three 
more towers will be installed, one at the Performing Arts 
Building on the WHS campus, another at our school farm, 
and a third at Stone Corral Elementary School in Seville.
     Our high school seniors should be able to check out 
laptop computers to take home this spring.  They will be 
our first rollout.  Teachers are excited about the ability of 
students to achieve more in a 21st century learning envi-
ronment.  We expect all of our WUSD students to have the 

ability to check out laptops to 
keep with them throughout the 
year beginning in the fall.
     On a different note, our Board 
of Trustees approved a loan of 
$1M at 0% interest to place so-
lar panels on our Maintenance, 
Operations and Transportation 
building.  The dollars saved from 
our district’s electricity bill will 
pay for our loan.  We expect to 
own the solar panels in 12 years.

These are exciting times for WUSD!
Drew Sorenson - Superintendent

Principal Rick Rodriquez - Class of 1989
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IRENE BARBA - HIKES INTO RETIREMENT
 Irene Barba - Class of 1978, returned to Woodlake High in 
2011 with a TCOE Satellite Class for students with intellec-
tual disabilities teacher, founded the Tiger Fusion Club and 
is a hero to many staff members at WHS for her service to 
them through “Special Brew,” a vocational training opportu-
nity in which the students in her class make and serve coffee. 
Irene had the opportunity to kick off her recent retirement 
by hiking the Pacific Crest Trail. Here is a brief overview.
 “I started on April 6, 2016 from Campo, on the Mexi-
can border.  Often times, I carried a pack that weighed 50+ 
pounds because I needed at least two gallons (16 pounds) of 
water for many of the hot sweltering days and or the nearest 
water was beyond the scope of my hiking day.  My personal 
record for mileage in a day in the southern California sec-
tion was 31 miles and often times, I was hiking 20 to 27 miles 
a day.  I encountered all kinds of weather:  rain, snow, wind 
as well as thunder and lightning.  I slept in a small cave just 
before reaching my first one hundred miles.  I had already 
been hiking into the night to gain elevation and make my 
miles for the day, so I was dubbed Bat Woman by fellow hik-
ers.  I set out alone and I spent most of my time hiking and 
camping on my own throughout my journey.  I made great 
friends along the trail, but the true opportunity to meet folks 
was during my resupplies in 
the small towns along the 
way.  
 I made it to Kennedy 
Meadows (702 miles) be-
fore Memorial Day and 
skipped the Sierra.  I always 
intended to skip the Sierra 
as I have experienced win-
ter snow camping and never 
want to be that cold again.  
High water run-off was an-
other concern and since I 
was hiking alone, I decided 
to skip it and return to do the Sierra heading south in the 
fall. 
 I started out of Sierra City north in mid-June and 
started having issues with my right foot due to a prior foot 
surgery, and it was exacerbated with the excessive weight 
and compounded daily miles.  I went to the Shasta Hospital 
Emergency room and the ER doctor sent me home.  This was 
an extremely frustrating time for me, I proceeded to be on 
and off the trail through July.   I finally saw my podiatrist and 
he made me a corrective orthotic that allowed me to con-
tinue.  I had completed most of northern California by this 

time.  So, to get back on my timeline and get to Washington 
before the bad weather, I skipped Oregon and started up in 
Washington.  I did two large sections from Cascade Locks to 
White Pass which included the Goat Rocks Wilderness and 
the Knife’s Edge.  I then skipped up to Steven’s Pass to Ste-
hekin and did the Mt Adams and Glacier Peak Wilderness 
Areas.  The majority of the Washington hike was spectacular.  
My longest and last hiking day in Washington was 32 miles 
and my maximum pack weight was 35 pounds.  I did not have 
one rainy day during my Washington section.  Hallelujah!

 After flying out of Stehekin on a float plane, I jumped 
back down to the Sierra and headed south from Truckee after 
Labor Day.  As I journeyed south, the backcountry was tran-
sitioning into fall and it was beautiful.  My daughter joined 
me at Tuolumne Meadows to do the John Muir Trail section 
on September 20th.  By this time, we were experiencing fall 
in all its glory.  We hiked this last section in thirteen days and 
completed 220 miles, which included a trip up Mt. Whitney.  
Hiking with my daughter would be the highlight of my six 
month journey.  Becky and I hiked out to the Cottonwood 
Trail Head south of Mt. Whitney on October 3rd, 2016.  Of 
the 2,650 mile Pacific Crest Trail, I completed 1,700 miles.”

October 1st, Day 11 …. Top of Mt. Whitney 14,495’

September 24th, Day 5 with Becky… 
Marie Lakes and Selden Pass 10,913’



• Tony Casares • Rick Rodriguez
• Ted Gill • Rachel Katz
• Jeff Johnson • Diana Pearcy
• Jim Johnson  • Brian Vaccaro
• Sandy Owen • Jasmine Rangel
• Holly Crain Peltzer • Bianca Rodriguez
• Irene Zacarias • Mike Marquez
• Ginger Curtis • Cathy Garza

Board of Directors
Christine Burns ...................................President 
George Kulick ............................Vice-President 
Terry Thompson ...................Banking Treasurer
Debbie Kulick ................................ Bookkeeper
Carmita Pena .....................Recording Secretary 
Alice Fesperman ........Corresponding Secretary 

Directors:
 • Debbie Kulick • Dee Rochin

 • Valerie Abanathie • Ana Carretero

 • Penny Urena • Barbara Hallmeyer

 • Sally Pace • Casandra Ledesma

 • Mike Burchett • Elizabeth Moya

 • Shivon Lavely • Jenny House

 • Rhyanne Rochin • Laurabelle Burns

 • Drew Sorensen

SAVE THE DATE
 April 21st ........... WHS Foundation
  Hall of Fame Dinner 

 May 5th  ............. WHS Career Resources Fair 

 May 18th-20th .... WHS Drama Production
  Lady Pirates of the Caribbean

 June 2nd ............. WHS Graduation

 July 29th ............. WHS Class of 1997 Reunion

 October 20th ...... WHS Career Day

 October 2nd ........ WHS Class of 2007 Reunion 

 January 15th ....... WHS Hall of Fame
  Nominations Due
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